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1

this parent* and student guide contains information about the 

graduation requirements for manitoba senior Years students**,  

and provides parents and students with a planning tool  

that can be used throughout the senior Years. 

The Senior Years English Program and the Senior Years Technology Education Program are 

described in this guide, which is posted at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/grad_require.html. 

The Français and French Immersion Programs are explained in guides written specifically for 

those programs. The guide to the Français Program is posted at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/m12/

progetu/diplo-secondaire.html, and the guide to the French Immersion Program is posted at 

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/grad_require.html. 

This guide was developed by Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth staff from within 

the School Programs Division and the Bureau de l’éducation française Division. In this 

process, the following resources and groups were consulted: 

• The Senior Years: A Record of Graduation Requirements for Parents and Students,  

A Time to Know Which Direction To Go, English Programs

• Focus on the Future: Your Grad Planner

• Focus on the Future: Career Planning Begins at Home

• Inter-organizational Curriculum Advisory Committee including:  

Manitoba Teachers’ Society 

Manitoba Association of School Superintendents 

Manitoba Association of School Trustees 

Manitoba Association of Parent Councils 

Post-secondary Faculties of Education

• Future to Discover Provincial Coordinator and Facilitators

• Educators, parents and students 

parents, school counsellors, teachers and administrators play an 
important role in helping students choose the direction of their 
Senior Years program. In addition to using this guide, parents and students are 

encouraged to contact their school counsellors for more information on course descriptions 

and the choices available at their schools and school divisions. 

A number of websites have been included throughout this document to provide additional 

information and resources to students and parents. Those who do not have Internet access, 

or who require information that is not otherwise provided, can contact Manitoba Education, 

Citizenship and Youth at: instruction, Curriculum and assessment Branch  

 Phone: 204-945-0254 Fax: 204-948-3668  

 1-800-282-8069, ext. 0254 Email: ina.lynn@gov.mb.ca

* The term “parent” refers to both parents and guardians. 
** The term “Senior Years” refers to Grades 9 through 12 (formerly Senior 1 through Senior 4) and can be used interchangeably with the term “high school.”  

Getting Started



Planning 
for the 
Future
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Career planning 
as students enter the senior Years, they need to 

identify their goals for the future and begin to plan 

for their options in life after high school. the career 

planning process may involve identifying one’s 

passions and strengths and then exploring further 

education and occupations suited to individual 

needs and aspirations. 

Currently, two-thirds of Canadian occupations 
require some form of education beyond high 
school. With countless education and training opportunities and 

thousands of jobs to consider, the task of choosing a direction and deciding 

what kind of work to pursue after graduation can be challenging. This is 

one of the reasons why Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth has 

created a number of optional career development courses. 

optional Career Development CourSeS include: 

• Grade 9 Career development: Life/Work exploration (10S)  

• Grade 10 Career development: Life/Work Planning (20S)  

• Grade 11 Career development: Life/Work Building (30S) 

• Grade 12 Career development: Life/Work transitioning (40S) 

Schools may offer these optional courses to help students work through 

the career-planning process and help them choose suitable options. 

Options include work, apprenticeship training, university, college, 
entrepreneurship and self-employment, or other types of training. The best 

possible option will be one that suits a student’s skills, needs and goals. 

The handbook Focus on the Future: Career Planning  
Begins at Home is available at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ 
k12/docs/support/c_plan_home/index.html.  
It provides discussion topics and activities for 
students who are beginning the career planning 
process.

The handbook Focus on the Future: Your Grad 
Planner is available at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/
k12/docs/support/c_plan_grad/. The Grad 

Planner provides information about the requirements for high school 
graduation, career planning and paying for future education.
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Some students who choose to work full-time 

immediately after high school find that a high school 

diploma is a basic requirement for employers and post-

secondary institutions.

When looking for a job, it is important to consider workplace options 

that fit one’s interests, strengths and skills. Graduates who acquired 

skills in high school and are motivated to learn new skills are sought 

after by employers.

the Conference Board of Canada has identified the following 

fundamental skills, personal management skills and teamwork skills 

needed to enter, stay in and progress in the world of work.

these skills can also be used in a range of daily activities beyond the 

workplace.

making choices now 

apprenticeship 
training

FunDamental  
SKillS

perSonal  
management SKillS

teamWorK  
SKillS

• communicate

• manage  
information

• use numbers

• think and solve  
problems

• demonstrate  
positive  
attitudes and  
behaviours

• be responsible

• be adaptable

• learn continuously

• work safely

• work with others

• participate in  
projects and tasks  
with others

Apprenticeship is a way to train for an occupation in 

one of the many designated trades available in manitoba.

it combines paid on-the-job learning with sponsored technical training. 

the time spent on apprenticeship training can be recognized for 

credit toward high school graduation through the Senior YearS 

aPPrenTiCeSHiP oPTion (SYao). Additional information regarding the 

SYAo is provided on page 13 of this document under optional Credits 

initiated by Students. 

For apprenticeship information, refer to 
www.manitoba.ca/tradecareers.
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once students are paying tuition to a post-secondary educational 

institution or a vocational institution, the tuition fees they pay can 

be claimed as a deduction on their income tax return. they may also be 

allowed additional credits for the number of months that they attend school 

and for their textbooks. in addition, new for 2007, once students graduate 

with a degree, diploma or certificate, they may be eligible to receive 60% 

of their tuition fees back as a rebate under a program called the manitoba 

tuition Fee income tax rebate. the combination of credits under these 

income tax programs can provide graduates with substantial income tax 

savings once they are working and are required to pay income tax.

Students may decide to stArt their own business  

or work in a business that is already established. 

in high school, they can learn business management skills by taking 

related courses and joining clubs or organizations that promote these 

interests and skills. enTrePreneurS generally are hard workers with 

self-discipline, initiative, communication skills, computer skills and a  

well-developed business plan. 

other training
once they have completed high school, students can still pursue 

diSTanCe learninG CourSeS or take ParT-Time eveninG and 

weekend CourSeS offered by high schools or private vocational 

institutions. Some examples include aviation mechanics, hairstyling, 

microcomputer repair and production art.

for your future...

entrepreneurship  &  self-employment

For information about the Young entrepreneurs  
Program, refer to www.edu.gov.mb.ca/youth/  
employers/Youngentrepreneurs.html.

For additional information on the manitoba 
Tuition Fee income Tax rebate, refer to www.
manitoba.ca/tuitionrebate/index.html. Contact the 
Manitoba Tax Assistance Office at 945-0352 or toll 
free at 1-800-782-0771 or email Tao@gov.mb.ca  
for income tax information on this or other topics.

most occupations require additional education beyond 

the high school level, so many students decide to attend 

a college, privAte vocAtionAl institution 

(pvi) or university at some time after completing 

high school.

ColleGe provides both theoretical and practical training, but it tends to 

be more focused on job-specific skills like culinary arts, child and youth 

care, computer programming and technology, among others. Pvis focus 

on job specific skills as well. Programs offered at PVis are developed to 

meet current labour market needs on a short-term basis. A univerSiTY 

education provides students with the theoretical and practical training 

that many professions require, including teaching, medicine and law, 

among others. Students may also attend university to broaden their 

knowledge and to develop necessary skills for the workplace. 

regardless of the route that is chosen, students will need to be more 

self-directed because post-secondary institutions are less structured 

than high schools. to be successful, students will need to set goals, 

manage their time and become focused on their education. 

While in high school, the selection of high school courses should be 

made on the basis of student needs, interests and abilities and on the 

admission requirements of the post-secondary education and/or work 

situation to which the student aspires. Students and parents should 

ensure that they are aware of the admission requirements of the 

college, PVi or university that is selected. 

For additional information about manitoba’s  
universities and colleges, including admission  
requirements, costs, programs and contact details, 
refer to www.schoolfinder.com. For additional  
information about Pvis, refer to www.edu.gov.
mb.ca/ael/pvs/list.html.
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transition planning for students with special needs 

should begin by age 16. An intensive, coordinated plan 

for leaving school enables students with special needs 

to prepare for and participate in a full life after school. 

Students, parents, in-school teams*, support services 

workers and others should be involved in developing 

a written plan that outlines roles and responsibilities, 

timelines and actions to be taken before students leave 

high school.

This is a time for families and teachers to make achievable 

and relevant plans that support student preferences 

for life and work options, training and educational 

opportunities and recreational needs.

It is a time for students, parents and school teams to:

• identify the student’s strengths, skills, interests and 

needs

* In-school team: the people who may be involved with a student on a daily basis at school; they are 
key decision makers in the Individual Education Plan process, and may include the student, parent, 
teacher, resource teacher, counsellor and principal. 

• identify programs that may be available to meet these 

needs

• explore the availability of and requirements for  

– post-secondary education, vocational training and   

 employment, including supportive work options  

– independent or supportive living options  

– leisure or social opportunities

• develop a student-centred plan for leaving school, based 

on the student’s needs and desires

tranSition planning For  
StuDentS With SpeCial neeDS

The document, working Together: a Handbook 
for Parents of Children with Special needs in 
School is available online at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/
k12/specedu/parent/index.html.

This document highlights the importance of the 
diverse and changing learning needs of students 
with special needs. It also offers support and 
encouragement to parents and families of students 
with special needs, and describes some of the 
services and activities that might be used to meet 
individual student needs at school.
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For students to achieve their goals, they have to take 
full responsibility for their learning and become involved 
in their own career planning. Fortunately, the journey of life is not taken 

alone, and friends, family, teachers and school counsellors can be willing and helpful 

allies when it comes to choosing a direction. asking for help is a sign of strength 

when one can identify a need, clearly express the need and articulate how others can 

help meet the need. This is particularly true when a person is learning, keeping up with 

change and pursuing a career.

No matter which program and courses students choose, the degree to which they fully 

understand and apply their learning during their high school years will affect their future 

success, both in their post-secondary studies and in their careers.

There are many ways teachers evaluate achievement in high school and post-secondary 

programs (ex: projects, presentations, multiple-choice tests, lab assignments, portfolios, 

term papers, mid-term tests and cumulative final exams). Students do better in their 

daily school work and demonstrate higher achievement in more formalized tests 

and exams, whether in high school or at the post-secondary level, when they:

• attend school regularly and participate fully in their learning

• plan ahead for deadlines

• focus on the criteria that describe what is expected and receive feedback on work in 

progress

• know how they learn best and have strategies to use when they encounter difficulty

• routinely reflect on what they have learned and plan the next steps in their education

These actions help students take full responsibility for their learning and become  

self-directed, lifelong learners.

Taking  
Responsibility



Successful completion of one of the following school programs is required to earn a 

Manitoba high school diploma:

• Senior Years English Program

• Senior Years Technology Education Program

• Français Program / Programme français*

• French Immersion Program / Programme d’immersion française*

From Grade 9 to Grade 12, students earn course credits toward high school 

graduation. To obtain a Manitoba high school diploma, students must accumulate the 

required number of credits from a combination of compulsory and optional courses.

a compulsory course is a course for which students must receive credit (ex: English 

language arts, mathematics, social studies, physical education/health education, etc.). 

an optional course (sometimes called an elective) is a course that students may 

choose based on their interests, abilities, values and career goals (ex: arts, languages, 

information and communication technology [ICT], etc.). Some courses are full 

credit; others are half credit. Students and parents are encouraged to discuss credit 

requirements with their school counsellors and teachers. 

Additional information on the Senior Years credit system and course and programming designations is provided in 
Appendix 1. For Fact Sheets and Checklists of graduation requirements, refer to Appendix 2 at the end of this guide.

* As noted in the introduction, these programs are explained in guides written specifically for the Français and French Immersion Programs. 

Earning  
Credits
toward
Graduation
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Senior Years graduation requirements
Parents and students should be aware that the graduation requirements for provincial  

senior Years diplomas are increasing from 28 credits in the 2007–08 school year to 30 

credits in the 2009–10 school year. this increase is a result of the recent addition of one 

compulsory physical education/health education (Pe/he) credit at each of the Grade 11  

and Grade 12 levels.

Students seeking to graduate in:

2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 and beyond

require a minimum of 28 credits require a minimum of 29 credits require a minimum of 30 credits
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english program – Credit requirements

To graduate from the Senior Years English Program, students must earn compulsory credits in the subject areas listed 

in the following table. For specific grade-level requirements, refer to Appendix 2 at the end of this document.

engliSh program – CompulSorY CreDitS taBle

2007-08 SChool Year 2008-09 SChool Year 2009-10 anD SuBSequent 
SChool YearS

SuBjECT CREDITS SuBjECT CREDITS SuBjECT CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 4 Language Arts (English) 4 Language Arts (English) 4

Mathematics 4 Mathematics 4 Mathematics 4

Social Studies 3 Social Studies 3 Social Studies 3

Science 2 Science 2 Science 2

Physical Education/ 
Health Education

2
Physical Education/ 
Health Education

3
Physical Education/ 
Health Education

4

ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 15 ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 16 ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 17

Within subject areas there may be different pathways or alternatives 

to choose from. For example, within the subjects of language arts 

(English) and mathematics, there are three pathways. When choosing 

courses, students should ensure they meet the entrance requirements 

of the post-secondary education and training, apprenticeship or private 

vocational opportunity they intend to pursue.

Students must also earn 13 optional credits from 

grade 9 to grade 12. At least one optional credit must be at the 

Grade 11 level and at least two optional credits must be at the Grade 12 

level. 

Students in the English Program can take Technology Education 

courses to meet part of their optional credit requirements. More 

information on optional credits appears later in this guide.

Students can meet optional credit requirements 
by taking additional courses offered in compulsory 
subject areas or departmentally developed optional 
courses.

Senior Years Graduation requirements

10

Students who entered Grade 9 in the 2004-05 school year or earlier will require 2 PE/HE credits for graduation.

Students who entered Grade 9 in 2005-06 will require 3 PE/HE credits for graduation and those students who 

entered Grade 9 in 2006-07 or after will require 4 PE/HE credits for graduation.



technology education program – Credit requirements

To graduate from the Senior Years Technology Education Program, students must earn compulsory credits in the 

subject areas listed in the following table. For specific grade-level requirements, refer to Appendix 2 at the end of 

this guide. This program may also include courses in technical vocational education, human ecology, business and 

marketing education, and industrial arts/technology education.

teChnologY eDuCation program – CompulSorY CreDitS taBle

2007-08 SChool Year 2008-09 SChool Year 2009-10 anD SuBSequent 
SChool YearS

SuBjECT CREDITS SuBjECT CREDITS SuBjECT CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 4 Language Arts (English) 4 Language Arts (English) 4

Mathematics 4 Mathematics 4 Mathematics 4

Social Studies 2 Social Studies 2 Social Studies 2

Science 2 Science 2 Science 2

Physical Education/ 
Health Education

2
Physical Education/ 
Health Education

3
Physical Education/ 
Health Education

4

ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 14 ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 15 ToTal ComPulSorY CrediTS 16

Students must also earn eight to 14 Technology education credits 

from within an approved Senior Years Technology Education Program 

cluster (ex: power mechanics). A cluster of Technology Education 

courses must be an approved group of departmentally developed  

and/or approved courses that support the transition from school to 

work, apprenticeship, college or university.

Depending on the number of Technology Education courses taken, the 

additional optional credits will vary in number from zero to six.

Students can meet optional credit requirements 
by taking additional courses offered in compulsory 
subject areas or departmentally developed optional 
courses.

Senior Years Graduation requirements

Students who entered Grade 9 in the 2004-05 school year or earlier will require 2 PE/HE credits for graduation. 

Students who entered Grade 9 in 2005-06 will require 3 PE/HE credits for graduation and those students who 

entered Grade 9 in 2006-07 or after will require 4 PE/HE credits for graduation.
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Optional 
Credits 

optional Credits offered by Schools

The types of optional credits offered in schools vary widely, 

depending on student needs and available resources.

Optional credits offered in some schools may include 

courses from the following areas:

• languages

• science

• social studies

• arts (art, drama, music)

• information and communication technology (ICT)

• career development

• business and marketing education

• industrial arts/technology education

• technical vocational education

SChool-initiateD CourSeS 

School-initiated courses (SiCs) are courses that have 

been developed and approved by schools and school 

divisions to meet the local needs and interests of students.

Some examples of subject areas in which SICs have been 

developed include:

• journalism

• human ecology

• outdoor education

• psychology

• religion

international BaCCalaureate anD  

aDvanCeD plaCement CourSeS 

Some schools offer international Baccalaureate (iB) 

or advanced placement (ap) courses. These courses 

provide students with more opportunities to earn credits.

For additional information, refer  
to www.ibo.org and www.ap.ca.

12
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optional Credits initiated by Students

Students can initiate projects or apprenticeships that earn 

them credits.

StuDent-initiateD projeCtS 

Student-initiated projects (Sips) are curricular projects 

that students develop, based on their interests. For example, 

students may earn one credit toward graduation with a 

Community Service Student-initiated project (CS Sip) 

or a Cultural exploration Student-initiated project (Ce 

Sip). Schools assign a professional staff member to review, 

approve and monitor student progress on SIPs.

Many opportunities are provided for school-initiated 

courses (SiCs) and student-initiated projects (Sips). 

Students may obtain credit for a maximum of 11 SICs and 

three SIPs during the Senior Years. Schools are encouraged 

to consult with parents and other community members 

about their SIC and SIP options. 

Senior YearS apprentiCeShip option 

The Senior Years apprenticeship option (SYao) lets 

students start an apprenticeship while still in high school. It 

links regular Senior Years school instruction with on-the-job 

apprenticeship training.

To start apprenticeship training in a trade while attending 

high school, students must be at least 16 years old and 

enrolled as a Grade 11 or Grade 12 student. They can earn 

a maximum of eight credits toward graduation while 

accumulating apprenticeship hours, which they may use if 

they decide to pursue one of Manitoba’s designated trades 

at a later date. 

Students may also earn credits for abilities and skills they 

have developed outside of school through options that may 

include:

roYal Winnipeg Ballet option  

anD private muSiC option 

Students can obtain credits if they are registered in the 

senior levels of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet professional 

program.

The Private Music Option is open to students who have 

successfully obtained standing in the Conservatory Canada 

Programs or Royal Conservatory of Music, starting at 

the appropriate grade level for instrument or voice. One 

credit may be earned at each of the grade levels, up to a 

maximum of four credits. 

SpeCial language CreDit option 

The Special Language Credit Option recognizes Manitoba’s 

linguistic diversity. Students can earn up to a maximum of 

four credits for mastery of a language other than English 

or French. This includes the American Sign Language. Only 

one special language credit may be earned in each year of 

high school. Special examinations are required. 

Guidelines and required forms for SICs  
and SIPs are available from schools or online at  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/sics_sips.html.

For additional information, refer to www.edu.gov. 
mb.ca/k12/cur/diversity/langcredits/index.html.

For additional information, students are encouraged 
to contact their school counsellors and to visit the 
SYao website at www.manitoba.ca/tce/apprent/ 
educators/senioryears.html.

For additional information, refer to www.edu. 
gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/arts/music.html.
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Fees may be charged for some of the following alternatives, 

depending on local school and school division policies.

DiStanCe learning CourSeS 

Distance Learning can greatly expand a student’s options. 

Compulsory or optional courses are available in print, audio 

conference or online format. Students who take these courses 

need to be able to be self-directed and work on their own. The 

Independent Study Option (ISO) is print-based and provides 

students with support by email or phone. Teacher Mediated 

Option (TMO) provides scheduled instruction in an audio 

conference with the teacher and other students. Web-based 

courses (WBC) are offered by teachers via the Internet. 

Summer SChool 

Students take summer school courses for various reasons. If 

a student does not earn a credit for a course taken during the 

regular school year, summer school provides an opportunity 

to repeat the course and gain the credit. Some students 

attend summer school to improve their grade in a particular 

course or to earn extra credits. Students are encouraged to 

consult with their school counsellors for more information.

CourSeS CompleteD outSiDe manitoBa 

High school courses completed outside of Manitoba by 

students registered in Manitoba schools can be evaluated and 

accepted as Senior Years credits by local school principals.

For evaluation and placement, parents and students should 

submit an official, original transcript of marks or a certified 

copy of the original. Generally, transcripts are issued by 

government departments or ministries of education. If the 

student has little or no documentation or formal schooling, 

the school will determine an appropriate awarding of credits 

and placement by meeting with parents and the student, and 

by using available information and assessment results. 

poSt-SeConDarY CreDitS anD Dual CreDitS 

If a high school offers courses in collaboration with a college 

or university, students may use them for Senior Years 

graduation credits. Students can earn up to a maximum of 

five dual credits toward high school graduation while earning 

credits for the same courses at the college or university level. 

SuBStitution oF CreDitS 

Principals may substitute a maximum of two compulsory 

credits in Grade 9 through Grade 12 when there is a strong  

case for doing so, in keeping with local school division policies.

Challenge For CreDit option 

The Challenge for Credit Option offers students the 

opportunity to apply prior knowledge in a particular subject 

area by demonstrating learning in that course/specialty and 

receiving credit for it. 

poSt-graDuation CreDitS 

After high school graduation, students have the option of 

taking additional credits. Students who pursue this option 

will be funded on a prorated basis up to a maximum of four 

credits. Tuition fees may also be charged, depending upon  

the age and residency status of the pupil.

aDult learning CentreS 

Students who do not earn their high school diploma before 

leaving high school may consider attending adult learning 

centres. Adult learning centres offer a range of high school 

credit courses for adult learners (age 19 and over) who are 

seeking to earn a Mature Student High School Diploma, 

prepare for post-secondary education, and/or improve 

employability skills. 

For additional information on distance 
learning, refer to 
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/dl/index.html.

For additional information, refer to Guidelines  
for Post-Secondary Credits and Senior Years  
(dual Credits) at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/ 
gradreq/choice-guidelines.html.

For manitoba advanced education and literacy’s 
directory listing of all adult learning centres,  
refer to www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ael/all/directory/ 
list_alC.html. 
For information regarding the mature Student 
diploma, refer to www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/dl/iso/ 
cmature.html.

For additional information on the Challenge for 
Credit option, refer to Attachment A and Appendices 
A1 to A4 at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/gradreq/ 
report_forms.html.

Further details can be found in Appendix C of the 
Funding of Schools booklet at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ 
k12/finance/fund_grant.html.

For additional information, refer to evaluating  
out-of-Province Course Completions for Senior 
Years Credits: a Guide for School administrators  
at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/docs/policy/op_credits/ 
index.html.
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online at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/gradreq/choice-guidelines.html

increasing Choice and Flexibility: Changes to Senior Years Graduation 

requirements Status report, June 2002. Winnipeg, MB: Manitoba 

Education, Training and Youth, 2002. Available online at  

www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/gradreq/report_forms.html

towards inclusion: A Handbook for modified Course designation, Senior 

1–4. Winnipeg, MB: Manitoba Education and Training, 1995.  

Available online at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/modified/index.html

towards inclusion: A Handbook for individualized (i) Programming 

designation, Senior Years. Winnipeg, MB: Manitoba Education and Training, 

1995. Available online at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/individu/index.html

Working together: A Handbook for Parents of Children with Special 

needs in School. Winnipeg, MB: Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth, 

2004. Available online at www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/parent/index.html 

Websites

Adult Learning Centres directory:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ael/all/directory/list_ALC.html 

Advanced Placement: www.ap.ca 

Apprenticeship information: www.manitoba.ca/tradecareers 

distance Learning: 
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/dl/index.html 

diversity and equity (english as an Additional Language):  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/diversity/eal/index.html 

Graduation requirements:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/grad_require.html 

international Baccalaureate: www.ibo.org 

Locally developed Curricula: SiCs and SiPs:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/sics_sips.html 

manitoba tuition Fee income tax rebate:  
www.manitoba.ca/tuitionrebate/index.html 

mature Student diploma:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/dl/iso/cmature.html 

Private music option:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/arts/music.html 

Private Vocational institutions:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/ael/pvs/list.html 

School Finder:  
www.schoolfinder.com 

Senior Years Apprenticeship option:  
www.manitoba.ca/tce/apprent/educators/senioryears.html 

Special Language Credit option:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/diversity/langcredits/index.html 

Young entrepreneurs Program:  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/youth/employers/YoungEntrepreneurs.html

reFerenCeS
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The Senior Years (Grades 9–12) credit system provides flexibility 

to enable students to pursue Senior Years courses best suited to their 

individual requirements and aspirations. 

CourSe anD programming DeSignationS 

Subject-area curricula from Grade 9 to Grade 12 have been designed for  

a variety of purposes. Course and programming designations identify  

and describe them. The most commonly used course designations are:  

General (G), Foundation (F) and Specialized (S). Parents and students 

may recognize some of these designations from course titles seen on school 

report cards or transcripts.

For Grade 9 to Grade 12, a particular Foundation, General and/or Specialized 

subject-area curriculum can be modified in a student’s individual 

education Plan (ieP), following departmental requirements. Descriptions 

of these course designations and programming designations are provided 

below. Parents and students can get more information on Senior Years 

course and programming designations from their counsellors, teachers or 

resource teachers.

moDiFieD CourSe DeSignation (m) 

Students who have special needs may benefit from participating in 

the learning opportunities offered in Grades 9-12 courses. If students 

have significant cognitive disabilities that do not allow them to meet 

the Manitoba curricular outcomes, even with supports, the school team 

determines that these students’ courses will be modified and they will 

receive a modified (m) course designation. It is important that students 

and parents be included in this decision. The (M) course designation is to 

be applied on an individual course basis to those courses developed or 

approved by Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth. Modification means 

that the number or content of the Manitoba curriculum outcomes are 

changed to meet a student’s cognitive learning needs. Modifications need 

to be outlined in an IEP and identified on the student’s report card. Students 

receive marks according to their achievement of the modified curricular 

outcomes.

For additional information, refer to Towards inclusion: a 
Handbook for modified Course designation, Senior 1-4 at  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/modified/index.html. 

engliSh aS an aDDitional language  

CourSe DeSignation (e) 

Currently, an IEP is required for each student whose first language is not 

English and whose educational programming is designed to help her or him 

in making a transition into the English Program. A change in this policy will 

take effect with the release of the manitoba k-12 eal framework. With 

the implementation of the curriculum framework in the 2008-2009 school 

year, new eal educational Plan (eaP) and eal (e)-designated Course 

Planning templates will be utilized and provided.

For additional information, refer to  
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/diversity/eal/index.html.

inDiviDualizeD programming DeSignation (i) 

Some students’ cognitive disabilities are so severe that they require 

learning outcomes that are individualized and different than the Manitoba 

curricular outcomes. These students need appropriate educational 

programming that is based on highly individualized and functional 

student-specific outcomes within age-appropriate school and community 

environments. A team that includes the parent makes the decision to 

provide individualized programming based on the student’s cognitive 

ability. The student’s specific outcomes or goals should be outlined in 

an IEP. Students receiving an Individualized programming designation 

in Senior Years do not use Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth 

curricula. Individualized programming often includes vocational and 

transition planning for life after school. The individualized (i) programming 

designation is not course-specific but identifies a full year of individualized 

programming. Students do not receive marks; their progress is documented 

through the IEP process.

For additional information regarding Individualized (I) 
programming, refer to Towards inclusion: a Handbook for 
individualized (i) Programming designation, Senior Years at 
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/specedu/individu/index.html.

CertiFiCate oF SChool Completion For 

StuDentS reCeiving inDiviDualizeD 

programming 

In March 2007, Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth introduced 

a certificate of completion for an Individualized Senior Years program, 

effective in the 2006–07 school year. This certificate recognizes the 

achievement of students with significant cognitive disabilities who 

benefit from a highly individualized and functionally appropriate learning 

experience.

This certificate has been developed to recognize the programming of 

students who did not follow the provincial curriculum and who would 

not acquire the credits required to graduate with a provincial diploma. 

Students who receive a certificate of completion for an Individualized 

Senior Years program have their educational programming identified 

through individualized outcomes that are recorded in their IEP and have an 

individualized (i) programming designation reported on their transcript. 

information guidelines for awarding the certificate are available at 
www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/policy/grad_require.html. Certificates 
of completion can be ordered through the Manitoba Text Book 
Bureau at www.mtbb.mb.ca/, stock #72501. 

Please note: Students can participate in the Modified course designation or Individualized programming designations, but not both.
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FaCt Sheet

graDuation requirementS For the Senior YearS engliSh program

CreDitS 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 anD BeYonD

Minimum Requirement 28 29 30

Compulsory 15 16 17

Optional 13 13 13

Compulsory Credits optional Credits

GRADE 9 CREDITS 13 credits from subject areas such as:

Language Arts (English) 1 •  Language Arts (additional courses for credit)

•  Mathematics (additional courses for credit)

•  Social Studies (additional courses for credit)

•  Science** (additional courses for credit)

•  Basic French

•  Other Languages

•  The Arts: Visual arts, Music, Drama, Dance

•  Career Development

•  Technology Education: Technical vocational education, 
Human ecology, Business and marketing education, 
Industrial arts/technology education

•  Others as initiated by the school or student including 
post-secondary credits (dual credits), Cultural  
Exploration SIP or Community Service SIP

School-initiated courses (SICs) and student-initiated 
projects (SIPs) may be used to fulfill the graduation 
requirements within the optional credits to a maximum 
of 11 and 3, respectively.

Within the optional subject areas, students must  
complete one Grade 11 credit and two Grade 12 credits.

Mathematics 1

Social Studies 1

Science 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1

total 5

GRADE 10 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Social Studies 1

Science 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1

total 5

GRADE 11 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Social Studies 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1*

total 4

GRADE 12 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1*

total 3

* in 2008–09 and subsequent years.

** At Grades 11 and 12, a variety of optional science courses are available: discipline-based (biology, chemistry and physics), and interdisciplinary or integrated optional science courses.
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CheCKliSt

graDuation requirementS For the Senior YearS engliSh program

In 2009–10, 30 credits entitle students to a provincial high school diploma. 

Note: Put a check mark beside compulsory and optional credits listed below as credit is achieved.

CompulSorY CreDitS
GraduaTinG 

2007-08 
GraduaTinG 

2008-09 

GraduaTinG 
2009-10  

and BeYondSubject Area GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

Language Arts 4

Mathematics 4

Social Studies 3

Science 2

Physical Education/Health Education 2 3 4

COMPuLSORY CREDITS SuB-TOTAL: 15 16 17

optional CreDitS
GraduaTinG 

2007-08 
GraduaTinG 

2008-09 

GraduaTinG 
2009-10  

and BeYondList courses: GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11* GRADE 12*

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

OPTIONAL CREDITS SuB-TOTAL: 9

total provinCial graDuation requirementS: 28 29 30

*At least one optional credit must be at the Grade 11 level and two optional credits at the Grade 12 level.

Students should ensure they meet the entrance requirements of the post-secondary education and training, 

apprenticeship or private vocational opportunity they intend to pursue.

✓check off as credit is achieved

✓check off as credit is achieved



20

FaCt Sheet

graDuation requirementS For the Senior YearS teChnologY eDuCation program

CreDitS 2007–08 2008–09 2009–10 anD BeYonD

Minimum Requirement 28 29 30

Compulsory 15 16 17

Optional 13 13 13

Compulsory Credits optional Credits

GRADE 9 CREDITS 14 optional credits, 8 to 14 must be from the Technology 
Education cluster. Other credits can be from subject areas 
such as:

Language Arts (English) 1

• Language Arts (additional courses for credit)

• Mathematics (additional courses for credit)

• Social Studies (additional courses for credit)

• Science** (additional courses for credit)

• Basic French

• Other Languages

• The Arts: Visual arts, Music, Drama, Dance

• Career Development

• Technology Education: Technical vocational education, 

Human ecology, Business and marketing education, 

Industrial arts/technology education

• Others as initiated by the school or student including  

post-secondary credits (dual credits), Cultural Exploration 

SIP or Community Service SIP

School-initiated courses (SICs) and student-initiated 
projects (SIPs) may be used to fulfill the graduation 
requirements within the optional credits to a maximum 
of 11 and 3, respectively.

Within the optional subject areas, students must complete 
two Grade 11 credits and two Grade 12 credits.

TECHNOLOGY EDuCATION CREDITS CLuSTER 
A minimum of eight to a maximum of 14 approved credits 
are required from within an approved Senior Years 
Technology Education Program cluster. In addition, students 
must fulfill the graduation requirements by completing  
(0 to 6) credits from the optional category.

Mathematics 1

Social Studies 1

Science 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1

total 5

GRADE 10 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Social Studies 1

Science 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1

total 5

GRADE 11 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1*

total 3

GRADE 12 CREDITS

Language Arts (English) 1

Mathematics 1

Physical Education/Health Education 1*

total 3

* in 2008–09 and subsequent years.

** At Grades 11 and 12, a variety of optional science courses are available—discipline-based (biology, chemistry, and physics), and interdisciplinary or integrated optional science courses.

appenDix 2
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CheCKliSt

graDuation requirementS For the Senior YearS teChnologY eDuCation program

In 2009–10, 30 credits entitle students to a provincial high school diploma. 

Note: Put a check mark beside compulsory and optional credits listed below as credit is achieved.

CompulSorY CreDitS
GraduaTinG 

2007-08 
GraduaTinG 

2008-09 

GraduaTinG 
2009-10  

and BeYond
Subject Area GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

Language Arts 4

Mathematics 4

Social Studies 2

Science 2

Physical Education/Health Education 2 3 4

COMPuLSORY CREDITS SuB-TOTAL: 14 15 16

teChnologY program CreDitS
GraduaTinG 

2007-08 
GraduaTinG 

2008-09 

GraduaTinG 
2009-10  

and BeYond
List courses: GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11* GRADE 12*

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS CREDITS SuB-TOTAL: 8 to 14

optional CreDitS
GraduaTinG 

2007-08 
GraduaTinG 

2008-09 

GraduaTinG 
2009-10  

and BeYond
List courses: GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11* GRADE 12*

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

OPTIONAL CREDITS SuB-TOTAL: 0 to 6

total provinCial graDuation requirementS: 28 29 30

* At least two optional credits must be at the Grade 11 level and two optional credits at the Grade 12 level.

Students should ensure that they meet the entrance requirements of the post-secondary education and training, 

apprenticeship, or private vocational opportunity they intend to pursue.

List credits from the approved 

Senior Years Technology 

Education Program cluster. 

✓check off as credit is achieved

✓check off as credit is achieved



Need some help this time? Go to this link to view High Demand Occupations: 

www.manitoba.ca/tce/lmi/hdo/hdo.html

Remember when you knew what you  
wanted to be when you grew up? 
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